Monday, April 20, 2009
This week, the Board of Directors of Plumb Hill Playing Fields was presented with an unforeseen issue when it was discovered that a track team other than those approved (Litchfield and Wamogo) held a practice on the track.  It is understandable that a team with no facility would wish to practice on a track and we are pleased that our facility is considered worthy of the effort.  

The Board’s original charge by the facility’s benefactor and the Town of Litchfield was to provide a facility for the children of Litchfield.  Hosting invitational meets is an approved use of the 
facility, but it was never anticipated that a team from another community would want to practice on the site.  As such, no mechanism or fee structure had heretofore been designed for such occurrences.
The Board convened a special meeting on April 20, 2009 to address this issue and to avoid any assumptions of precedents by allowing time to pass.  That meeting produced the following requirements for a group or team outside of the Town of Litchfield wishing to use the facility:

1. The visiting track team, “the applicant” must submit its request for use at least four weeks before the desired time period (season).  Preferably, the applicant should submit its request by the deadlines provided on the website.  The application and deadlines can be found at www.plumbhillplayingfields.org. The Board may permit a visiting team to use the track for practices depending on availability and demand.
2. If approval is granted, a Certificate of General Liability Insurance will be required for functions held at Plumb Hill Playing Fields. A Minimum Liability Insurance of $1,000,000.00 (Bodily Injury/Property Damage) naming Plumb Hill Playing Fields, Inc. as certificate holder is required.
3. If approval is granted, a fee of $1500.00 will be charged which would entitle the visiting team to a maximum of three practices (2 hour duration each) per week for a maximum of 10 weeks with specific times as arranged by the Litchfield High School Athletic Director.
4. Litchfield High and Middle Schools will have the priority use of the facility and a postponed meet or practice on their part may supersede applicant’s schedule.  Every effort will be made to accommodate the applicant at another time.
5. This fee would include the use of the track, hurdles and jumping pits.  All cross bars, throwing implements, measuring tapes, starting blocks, etc. would not be provided by PHPF, Inc. or Litchfield Public Schools but are the responsibility of the applicant. Access to the storage shed will not be provided to the applicant.
6. Starting block and running shoe spikes cannot exceed ¼”.
7. Because this facility is for Litchfield residents’ use, no guarantee can be provided that the applicant will have exclusive use of the facility during their scheduled time slot.  Resident joggers may use the track during those times.
8. The applicant will have a member of its coaching staff supervising the practices at all times.

9. PHPF reserves the right to cancel the applicant’s use of the facility if the applicant fails to conform to the facility rules.

10. The applicants must abide by the rules of the facility posted on the website, including removal of all trash.
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